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Microprosthema jareckii, a new species of stenopodidean shrimp
(Crustacea: Decapoda: Stenopodidea: Spongicolidae) from Guana
Island, British Virgin Islands
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Abstract.—A new species of the stenopodidean shrimp genus Microprosthe-
ma Stimpson, M. jareckii, is described from two specimens collected off the
coast of Guana Island, British Virgin Islands. The species differs from known
congeners by the shape and spination of the rostrum, spination of the carapace,
shape of the third pereiopod, dentition of the mandibular palp, and coloration
(the new species is completely white). The new species is compared to all other
known species of Microprosthema in the Caribbean.

Relatively few species of stenopodidean
shrimps have been reported from the Carib-
bean and western Atlantic. Published re-
ports include only six genera and 11 spe-
cies. In the genus Stenopus Latreille, 1819,
only two species, S. hispidus (Olivier, 1811)
and 5. scutellarus Rankin, 1898, have been
reported. In the genus Richardina A. Milne
Edwards, 1881, R. spinicincta A. Milne-Ed-
wards 1881, is known from a single speci-
men (Goy 1982). One species of Spongio-
caris Bruce & Baba, 1973, S. hexactinelli-
cola Berggren, 1993, is known from the
Bahamas, Dry Tortugas, and Puerto Rico
(Berggren 1993, and J. Goy. unpublished
data). Two species of the genus Odontozona
Holthuis, 1946 (0. striata Goy, 1981 and
O. libertae Gore, 1981) have been de-
scribed, as have four species of the genus
Microprosthema Stimpson, 1860. The
known species of Microprosthema are M.
semilaeve (von Martens, 1872), M. mannin-
gi Goy & Felder, 1988, M. lovense Goy &
Felder, 1988, and M. granatense Criales,
1997 (see Criales 1997 for a review and
key). Criales (1997: 538) lists M. inornatum
Manning & Chace, 1990, among the known
western Atlantic species of Microprosthe-
ma, although to my knowledge M. inorna-

tum is known only from the type locality
(Ascension Island, eastern South Atlantic;
Manning & Chace 1990). Additionally, 1
am aware of at least two other undescribed
species of Microprosthema and several un-
published records of Richardina spinicincta
and Stenopus spinosus Risso, 1826 (J. Goy,
unpublished data). Finally, the genus Par-
aspongicola de Saint Laurent & Cléva,
1981. is now known in the Atlantic from
deep waters off Venezuela (J. Goy, pers.
comm. regarding an unpublished finding by
B. Rodriguez Q.). Below 1 describe a new
species of Microprosthema from Guana Is-
land, British Virgin Islands.

Materials and Methods

The specimens reported below were col-
lected during the course of a biodiversity
survey of the cryptic marine invertebrates
of Guana Island, British Virgin Islands
(18°28'33"N, 64°34'29'W) led by T L.
Zimmerman and J. W. Martin and funded
by grants from the United States National
Science Foundation and the Falconwood
Corporation. Various collecting methods
were employed during that survey, includ-
ing light traps, hand collecting, and arrays
of artificial reef matrices (ARMs). The






