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ABSTRACT

The first zoeal stage of the tropical xanthid crab Panopeus purpureus Lockington is described
based on larvae from an ovigerous female collected from mangroves on the Pacific coast of Panama.
The report is the first description of larvae of any Pacific member of this common and ecologically
important genus. Morphological features are similar to those of previously described larvae of
Panopeus from the Atlantic, with some exceptions noted.
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RESUMEN

Se describe la primera etapa de zoea del cangrejo tropical Panopeus purpureus Lockington, de la
familia Xanthidae, obtenida a partir de una hembra ovigera recolectada en un manglar de la costa del
Pacifico de Panama. Esta es la primera descripcién de un estadio larvario del género Panopeus en el
Pacifico. Los caracteres morfoldgicos son similares a los de las zoeas, previamente descritas, de otros
Panopeus del Atlantico y las pequeiias diferencias son comentadas.
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