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CRABS OF THE FAMILY HOMOLODROMIIDAE
(CRUSTACEA: DECAPODA: BRACHYURA),
V. DICRANODROMIA SPINOSA, A NEW SPECIES
FROM THE WESTERN ATLANTIC

Joel W. Martin

Abstract. — A new species of the primitive homolodromiid crab genus Di-
cranodromia, D. spinosa, is described from among the specimens examined by
M. J. Rathbun (1937) and previously considered to belong to the species D.
ovata A. Milne Edwards. The new species is represented by 10 known speci-
mens, one of which was formerly a paratype of D. ovata A. Milne Edwards,
all collected in the western Atlantic. The species is easily distinguished from
the other two American species, D. ovata and D. felderi, by the overall size, by
the spination and setation of the carapace and pereiopods, and by the relative
lengths of the terminal segments of pereiopod 5.

At the time of publication of M, J. Rath-
bun’s fourth and final volume on the crabs
of America (Rathbun 1937), the genus Di-
cranodromia A. Milne Edwards, 1880, con-
tained four species: D. ovata A. Milne Ed-
wards, D. mahieuxii A. Milne Edwards, D.
doederleini Ortmann, and D. baffini (Alcock
& Anderson). Only one of these species was
known from the Americas: Dicranodromia
ovata A. Milne Edwards, 1880, the type spe-
cies of the genus. The total number of spec-
imens of D. ovata known to Rathbun, in-
cluding the four specimens that comprised
the type series (see Martin 1990), apparently
was 14. In my description of a second
American species of Dicranodromia from
the western Atlantic, D. felderi, 1 noted that
several lots among those labeled D. ovata
in the collections of the National Museum
of Natural History appear to contain un-
recognized species (Martin 1990). One of
those species, curiously one that is repre-
sented by most of the specimens examined
and discussed by Rathbun, is described
herein.

Specimens upon which this report is based
are in the holdings of the National Museum
of Natural History, Smithsonian Institu-

tion, Washington, D.C. (USNM), and were
previously labeled Dicranodromia ovata.
Type material of D. ovata was borrowed
from the Museum of Comparative Zoology,
Harvard University (MCZ) (the holotype
female, MCZ 6510, and two female para-
types, MCZ 6511 [herein reassigned to the
new species} and MCZ 2745), and the Mu-
séum national d’Histoire naturelle, Paris (the
third female paratype, MNHN MP-
B24324). Illustrations were made with the
aid of a Wild MSAPO dissecting stereo-
scope and drawing arm. The abbreviation
CL indicates carapace length.

Dicranodromia spinosa, new species
Figs. 1, 2

Dicranodromia ovata. —Milne Edwards and
Bouvier, 1902 (in part) [see discussion].

Dicranodromia ovata.—Rathbun 1937:60,
fig. 15, table 16 (in part only), and plate
13, figs. 3, 4. Not Dicranodromia ovata
A. Milne Edwards, 1880.

Male holotype. -USNM 68887, male, CL
(carapace length) = 6.1 mm. State Univer-
sity of Iowa Biological Expedition to Flor-
ida Keys and the West Indies, Station 63.






