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Abstract.—A new species of the isopod genus Stenetrium Haswell, 1881, is 
described from Navassa Island, Caribbean Sea. The new species, S. kensleyi, 
is compared to S. serratum Hansen, 1905, the only congener known from the 
western Atlantic following recent revisions of the Stenetriidae (Serov and Wil­
son, 1995, 1999; Bolstad and Kensley, 1999), and to some members of the 
recently proposed genus Hansenium, with which it shares several characters. 
The new species differs from S. serratum (and from other members of the 
genus) in its possession of an unusual male first pereopod, which has a greatly 
inflated dactylus, broadly triangular propodus, and a medial sharply triangular 
shark-fin-shaped tooth on the propodal cutting border. 

In their comprehensive guide to isopods 
of the Caribbean Sea and adjacent regions 
of the northwestern Atlantic (Gulf of Mex­
ico, Bahamas, and Bermuda), Kensley and 
Schotte (1989) reported two genera of the 
fami ly S tenet r i idae Hansen : Stenetrium 
Haswell, 1881, and Stenobermuda Schultz, 
1979. The authors presented diagnoses, il­
lustrations, and keys to these two genera 
and to the six species of Stenetrium {S. 
bowmani Kensley, 1984; S. minocule Men-
zies and Glynn, 1968; S. patulipalma Ken­
sley, 1984; S. serratum Hansen, 1905; S. 
spathulicarpus Kensley, 1984; and S. steb-
bingi Richardson, 1902 [= S. untillense 
Hansen, 1905]) known at that time from the 
northwestern Atlantic. Since then, a seventh 
nor thwestern At lant ic spec ies of Stene­
trium, S. caicosensis Kensley and Heard, 
1991, was described from the Turks and 
Ca icos Is lands. Add i t iona l ly , Kens ley 
(1994) designated a second northwestern 
Atlantic species of Stenobermuda, S. ilijfei, 
a cave dwell ing form that, like the type spe­
cies Stenobermuda acutirostrata Schultz, 
1979, came from Bermuda. 

Serov and Wilson (1995) reviewed the 
taxonomic status of the more than 60 nom­
inal species comprising the family Stenetri­
idae Hansen, 1905. As part of their study, 
they redescribed the type species, Stene­
trium armatum Haswell, 1881, described 
the new species S. adrianae, and created 
four new genera to accommodate 23 spe­
cies previously assigned to Stenetrium. Of 
the seven northwestern Atlantic species for­
merly assigned to Stenetrium, only S. ser­
ratum was recognized as a true member of 
that genus by Serov and Wilson (1995). The 
remaining stenetriid species from the north­
western Atlantic have been transferred to 
new genera (see Table 1) (and see Bolstad 
and Kensley, 1999, for a rediagnosis of Ser­
ov and Wilson's 1995 genus Hansenium). 
Thus, as currently understood (i.e., follow­
ing Kensley and Schotte 1989; Kensley 
1994; Serov and Wilson 1995, 1999; Bol­
stad and Kensley 1999) the family Stene­
triidae contains 9 genera and approximately 
67 species, 11 of which (in 6 genera) are 
currently known from the western Atlantic 
(Table 1). 


