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REDISCOVERY AND REDESCRIPTION OF CIROLANA
OBTRUNCATA RICHARDSON, 1901
(PERACARIDA: ISOPODA: CIROLANIDAE)
FROM THE EAST COAST OF MEXICO

Joel W. Martin and Darryl L. Felder

Abstract. —The cirolanid isopod Cirolana obtruncata is reported and described
from near Chompoton, Mexico. The single male collected is the third existing
specimen; this report extends the known range of the species westward from
Jamaica to Chompoton, Mexico. The slightly abnormal specimen is compared to
earlier descriptions of the same species.

In 1901, Richardson described a new species of the isopod genus Cirolana, C.
obtruncata, from a single specimen collected from shallow waters off Kingston,
Jamaica. An additional specimen was reported on the following year by H. F.
Moore; that specimen was collected at Fajardo, Puerto Rico (Moore 1902). Since
that time no other collections have yielded any additional material. In her 1905
monograph on the isopods of North America, Richardson mentioned a third
specimen in the U.S. National Museum of Natural History; however, this spec-
imen lacked locality data.

In an ongoing study of the isopod fauna of the east coast of Mexico, one of us
(DLF) collected a single male Cirolana obtruncata from a site approximately 16
km northeast of Chompoton, Mexico. The specimen measures 10.4 mm length
by 4.6 mm width, and is therefore slightly larger than Moore’s specimen (6 X 2.9
mm). Richardson’s two specimens were not measured. Our specimen agrees closely
with the original description of C. obtruncata by Richardson (1901, 1905) but
not with that given by Moore (1902). Some useful morphological characters were
not described by Richardson or Moore; below we describe our specimen of C.
obtruncata from Mexico and comment on discrepancies between our specimen
and the descriptions of Richardson (1901, 1905) and Moore (1902).

Cirolana obtruncata Richardson, 1901
Figs. 1-2

Cirolana obtruncata Richardson, 1901:514.—Moore, 1902:167, pl. 8, figs. 9-12.—
Richardson, 1905:108-109, figs. 87-89.

Material examined. —USNM 23901, Kingston, Jamaica (Holotvpe); USNM
204419, Chompoton, Mexico (present study, male, 10.4 X 4,6 mm), coll. D.
Felder and USL Tropical Field Expedition II-B, Univ. Southwestern Louisiana,
7 January 1978. From less than 1 m in Thalassia beds approximately 16 km
northeast of Chompoton, State of Campeche, Mexico.

Distribution.— Previously known from Kingston, Jamaica (Richardson 1901).
Qur specimen extends the range westward into the southwestern Gulf of Mexico.

Description. — The following description is based upon our single male, Setal or






